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George Bernard Shaw once said that youth 
was wasted on the young. In the case of this 
interview, and the young man and his business 
partners, I would have to respectfully disagree 
with Mr. Shaw. Christian Baum, 25, a 2005 
graduate of Hempfield High School, has created 
with his two friends Eric Sauder and Spud 
Marshall, a social entrepreneurship venture 
that will inevitably be replicated throughout 
the country. The Co-Space is an ingenious idea; 
think of it as a branch of their original and still 
sustaining open community group New Leaf 
Initiative, which seeks to connect the best and 
the brightest college student minds with the 
best and brightest practicing experts.

Born out of many trials and errors, including 
an idea to create an entertainment agency that 
would actually take care of its clients, and 
stemming from Christian’s time as a fashion 
model in Milan and his difficult experiences, 
Chris and his partners continued to look for  
the idea that would use all of their creative  
and entrepreneurial talents in combination  
with trying to positively change the world.  
Their crazy idea of a 24/7 living together 
incubator for ideas home, combining experts 
from around the world with concerned and 
active students, engineers and artists alike, 
led to the refurbished frat house attained 
with a local property management group in 
State College that will be the first of its kind 
to promote this full-time mentorship idea. 
Christian says, ”Many students study abroad 
looking for that one-to-one relationship with 
their professor and a few other like-minded 
students. Why go across the ocean when on 
your campus the same can be achieved?”

The former CFO of Red Box, Matt Sheehan, 
is excited to be the first guest to stay in the 
guest room of the repurposed fraternity. 
Also, the first question asked to every student 
living in the house is "What do you want to 
do?" As most college students will tell you… 

that question is never asked. Students are 
expected to complete the demands of those 
who know better; but in this collective there is 
no hierarchy but harmonious weaving of the 
necessary pragmatism with an arbitrary cool 
what if factor. The House will house a minimum 
of thirty students and five to ten leaders of the 
community, with a rotation of guest speakers 
and mentors. Christian emphasizes that even if 
community members are not living in the house 
they can still be a part of it. The trio is keeping 
their fingers crossed that CISCO will wire the 
house to the other proposed homes so that 
intercommunication is easy and develops open 
communication and connectedness between all 
participants. In this rather conservative State 
College community Christian says, “The college 
was ripe for change.” People are excited to see 
their ideas come to fruition.

A young man came to New Leaf Initiative 
Center, located conveniently for these caffeine 
addicts underneath Dunkin’ Donuts, and asked 
how he could create a living wall for the city. 
Together they planned and organized and 
within six months it was approved by the city 
council. New Leaf and our three young men 
look to help you make your dreams for society 
come true. Christian calls himself and his 
partners “passion consultants.” Though New 
Leaf Initiative and its branch The Co-Space may 
be something different for each participant, the 
goals are the same—living together, better.

If interested in being a mentor, helping the 
college students with their proposed ideas, 
just dropping in and seeing the energetic and 
chaotic energy of New Leaf Initiative’s office or 
in any way adding to the powerfully positive 
problem solving group, feel free to contact 
Christian at achristianb01@gmail.com or  
(717) 951-8788. s
 
www.newleafinatitative.org 
www.thecospace.com
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